THE MESSAGE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB

of the conscious being. The result at the outset
was a release and organisation on the mental
level, in the domain of reason and intelli-
gence. Of course, man found at once that this
increasing self-consciousness and self-power
meant immense possibilities for good, but,
unfortunately, for evil also. And so to , guard
against, the latter contingency, rules and regu-
lations were framed to control and canalise the
new-found capacities. The Dharma of the
Kshatriya, the honour of the Samurai, the
code of Chivalry, all meant that. The power
to kill was sought to be checked and restrained
by such injunctions as, for example, not to hit
below the belt, not to fight a disarmed or less
armed opponent and so on. The same principle
of morals and manners was maintained and
continued through the centuries with necessary
changes and modifications in application and
finds enshrined today in International Cove-
nants and Conventions.

But a new situation has arisen for some
time past- The last Great War (World War
No. I) was crucial in many ways in the life
of humanity* It opened a new direction of
man's growth, opened and then closed also
apparently, I am referring to the tragedy of
the League of Nations; That was an attempt
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